
 

       Lee Valley VeloPark Iconic Designs 

                                  and World  Class Spaces KS3 
 

Key Subjects:           Design and Technology 
Venue:                            Lee Valley VeloPark 
Programme Length:     2 hours 

 

SESSION AIM 
 
To provide a unique opportunity to explore the regenerated Lee Valley VeloPark and undertake a range of Design 
& Technology capacity-building and creative activities, inspired by the design of the velodrome. Students tour Lee 
Valley VeloPark and make observations and sketches of the outside of the velodrome, sharing their ideas about 
its design and their emotional responses to it as a ‘landmark’ building. Students create a short brief for how the 
building might need to function and then evaluate design elements coming together to create the interior look, 
feel and layout, sharing ideas to create a group concept map and completing a spider chart of its performance.  
 
 

ACTIVITIES 
 
Welcome and introduction to the programme 
 

 Safety talk, including appropriate behaviour 
 Summary of programme 
 Distribution of equipment (clipboard, pencil, activity sheets) 

 
Lee Valley VeloPark tour 
 

 Tour the venue to see how it and the surrounding area have been  
regenerated 

 Consider how it acts as the context for the velodrome’s design 
 
Velodrome external observations 
 

 Make external sketches and photos of the velodrome 
 Reflect on and share emotional responses to the design 

 
Velodrome design evaluation 
 

 Evaluate key elements of the interior design and layout 
 Communicate ideas and contribute to a group concept map of  

findings 
 Sum up visually using a spider chart template 
 Create a short video to consolidate learning 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAFETY   All activities and sites are risk 

assessed.  All Lee Valley Regional Park 

teaching staff carry mobile phones and 

first aid kits.  Groups should follow their 

ratio guidelines.  We provide a copy of our 

safety rules for teachers to discuss with 

students prior to visit.  Further H&S 

information is available at  

visitleevalley.org.uk/education  

CLOTHING AND BAGS  Appropriate 

outdoor clothing e.g. waterproofs, 

suitable footwear, sun cream and hat.  It is 

recommended that hands free bags are 

brought to carry lunch etc. 

ASSESSMENT   Open-ended 

questioning, ongoing peer discussion, 

sharing experiences, investigating 

results, predictions and plenary 

sessions. 

BEHAVIOUR   Teachers are responsible 

for good behaviour throughout their visit 

including lunchtime supervision. 

POST VISIT   Pupils can send their trip 

inspired letters, poems, pictures and 

environmental pledges to 

youthandschools@leevalleypark.org,uk  

A selection will be displayed online at 

visitleevalley.org.uk/education  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
Most students will be able to: 

 Explain the meaning of ‘regeneration’ and ‘legacy’ 
 Practice sketching skills and using photography 
 Identify how a design can generate an emotional response and  

communicate their ideas, describing how a design can affect its users 
 Identify key design elements and suggest how they contribute 

 to a building’s form, feel and function 
 Complete a design evaluation of a building 
 Communicate a design judgement using a spider chart 

 
 
 

 

 

IDEAS FOR PREPARATION WORK 
 
Students can research the design and construction of the velodrome and make notes on its materials and 
structure. They can compare these with other indoor sports buildings in the UK and abroad, thinking about how 
each building’s form and structure relates to its use and performs for participants and spectators. 
Students can draft a design specification for a new sports building with a covered roof, for your school. Again they 
must consider the needs of both participants and spectators as they develop their specification. 
 
 
IDEAS FOR FOLLOW- UP WORK 

 
Students can write up their design analysis of the velodrome and create a final version of their labelled sketches 
of the buildings, communicating as much as they can about its form, structure, materials and performance. 
Inspired by the velodrome’s form or performance students can create their own design responses by designing a 
new sports building with a covered roof. 

 

To book or discuss this programme please contact the Youth and Schools Service on 

03000 030 618 or email youthandschools@leevalleypark.org.uk   

RESOURCES   All required resources 

and equipment are provided.  

WASTE AND RECYLING   Please 

see our website regarding lunch 

waste and our recycling policies. 
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